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in British control for half a century. How entirely that
part of India had come to be associated with British admin-
istration is obvious from the Parliamentary papers relating to
the transfer (C. 3026, Yr. 1881). The restoration of Mysore,
effected by the Marquis of Hartington (afterwards Eighth
Duke of Devonshire) and the Marquis of Ripon, has gone
down in history as one of the wisest acts of statesmanship
under British rale in India.

The recent political and administrative changes in
British India have materially affected the status of the
Province since the lease of 1902. One thing is obvious;
the transaction in question does not warrant the absorp-
tion of the leased territories, which still form an integral
part of the Hyderabad State, into the political and admin-
istrative system of India, and especially to the prejudice of
their inhabitants. Not only have the financial resources
of the Berars thus been made available to non-Beraris, but
by reason of the new reforms, my subjects, in many matters
have been placed under the domination of outsiders. To
give an instance : owing to their disparity in numbers, they
actually occupy, as I am informed, a position of inferiority
in the Central Provinces Legislative Council. The situation,
therefore, has so completely altered since 1902, that I feel
I am within my rights in asking, on every consideration of
equity and justice, for a revision of the settlement then
concluded.

I am anxious that the people of the Berars should
receive into their own hands the shaping of their destinies,
and for this reason I am willing to concede to them, on the
restoration of the Province, a larger co-operation in the
administration than at present enjoyed anywhere in British
India. With this end in view, I declare that, should I
succeed in the redemption of my Province, I will insert,
in the Instrument of Restoration or any other State Paper
that may be drawn up, definite clauses for the conferment
on the Beraris of a Constitution for a responsible Govern-
ment with absolute popular control, under a constitutional
Governor appointed by me as my Representative, of their
internal affairs and complete autonomy in administration,